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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 28, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

and remotely using Zoom Meeting 
 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place 
at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Selectman Sylvester Karasinski at 5:30 pm at Whitcomb Hall Main 
Street, Swanzey, NH and remotely using Zoom Meeting. Present at Whitcomb Hall were Selectmen Sylvester 
Karasinski, W. William Hutwelker and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also present was Town Administrator Michael 
Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. Zoom ID 834 1777 3820 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Police Chief Tom De Angelis, Solid Waste Josh Whipple, Recreation Director Ashlee Crosby, Resident Gus 
Lerandeau 
 
MINUTES 

 The regular Minutes of April 14, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Colby to approve the 
regular meeting Minutes of April 14, 2021. There was a second by Hutwelker and all were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 The Non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of April 14, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by 
Colby to approve the Non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of April 14, 2021. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker and there was no further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 The special meeting Minutes of April 20, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Colby to 
approve the special meeting Minutes of April 20, 2021. There was a second by Hutwelker.  All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 The Non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of April 20, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by 
Colby to approve the Non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of April 20, 2021. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

UNSEALING OF NON-PUBLIC MINUTES 
The Board considered the unsealing of Non-public minutes from 2010. 

Motion was made by Colby to unseal Non-Public Minutes of NP Sessions of April 27, 2010, May 11, 
2010, June 8, 2010, July 13, 2010, July 27, 2010, August 9, 2010, September 21, 2010, October 12, 
2010, October 26, 2010, December 7, 2010 #1, December 28, 2010 #1, September 3, 2013 #1 and #2, 
September 10, 2013 #1, September 24, 2013 #2 and #3, October 29, 2013, November 5, 2013 #1, and 
November 12, 2013 #1. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 
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 Event Permit #2021-05 – Moto Guzzi National Rally 

 Veterans’ Tax Credits 

 Yield Tax Levy – Map 1 Lots 2, 3 and 4 

 Personnel Action Reports  
 

Motion was made by Colby to authorize Branley to sign the PARs for the wage increases for the Fire 
Department. Second by Hutwelker and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input there was none at this time. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Police Chief Tom De Angelis – Department Update 
The Chief said his major concern is recruitment and retention of police officers. He noted a recent graduate 
from the Police Academy will be full-time soon. He said there is another new officer scheduled to attend the 
Police Academy later in the year. He said the problem of recruitment is across the country not just locally. He 
spoke about the department’s open position and said he has a possible candidate.  He noted that there was a 
cruiser accident and the cruiser is going to be repaired.  All the air bags went off.  He said it is primarily 
superficial damage and will be out of service for about a month. He noted he is about to replace cruiser 6 with 
the new cruiser, which is just about ready.  He said he is working with the finance office regarding updating 
detail pay in order to stay current with surrounding agencies, the rates were last updated in 2016.  He said the 
V-6 engines are getting better miles per gallon than the V-8’s that were in use in the past.  He spoke about 
cruiser rotation and working with Town Administrator Branley to update timing for replacement of cruisers 
with the CIPC. He noted no major transmission problems with the cruisers.  The Board thanked De Angelis and 
he left the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Former Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) representative Gus Lerandeau briefly discussed when 
SWRPC might confirm his replacement. Branley stated he called Tim Murphy at SWRPC last week to inquire. 
 
NOMINATIONS 
The Board considered the nominations of several individuals for Town committees. The Board did them in one 
motion. 

Colby moved to appoint Robert Goodrich to the Conservation Commission with a term ending Town 
Meeting 2024, Jane Johnson to the Conservation Commission with a term ending Town Meeting 
2024, Rachel Elkins as Alternate to the Conservation Commission with a term ending Town Meeting 
2022, Larry Antonuk to the Rail Trails Advisory Committee with a term ending Town Meeting 2024, 
Jennifer Samios (aka Jay House) to the Rail Trail Advisory Committee with a term ending Town 
Meeting 2024, Larry Crowder to the Capital Improvements Program Committee with a term ending 
Town Meeting 2024, Lynn Rust to the Capital Improvements Program Committee with a term ending 
Town Meeting 2024,  Lynn Rust to the Economic Development Advisory Committee with a term 
ending Town Meeting 2024, and David Hoitt as Alternate to the Stratton Free Library Trustee with a 
term ending Town Meeting 2022. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request to use Town Property from Mt. Caesar Union Library 
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Branley stated the library is requesting to use the lawn of the Golden Rod Grange Hall again this summer. 
 

Colby moved to authorize the use of the lawn at the Golden Rod Grange Hall this summer for Mt. 
Caesar Union Library’s children’s reading program. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker 
and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Requested Expenditure – Chairs for Whitcomb Hall 
The Board reviewed an email from Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder in regard to promoting 
Whitcomb Hall. She referred to needing more chairs to be able to accommodate full capacity events to help 
gain additional usage for the main hall. An additional 35 chairs will provide enough chairs to meet the capacity 
for a sit down dinner upstairs. 
 

Colby moved to authorize the expenditure of up to $900 from the Whitcomb Hall Revolving Fund for 
chairs. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
Solid Waste Manager Josh Whipple – Recycling Center Update & Requested Expenditure  
Whipple provided the Board with an update and also discussed with them an expenditure request to grind 
rubble at the Center.   Karasinski noted it is win/win situation given the costs for Disposal through NRRA and 
disposal through Waste Management.   
 
Hutwelker asked what Whipple would be doing this summer about the empty cans drawing wasps. Whipple 
said he would do his best to take care of that but they may have to move the cans inside.   
 

Colby moved to authorize the expenditure of up to $10,000 from the Recycling Center Revolving Fund 
to grind rubble. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 

Hutwelker asked about wearing masks at the Recycling Center. Whipple said as he did last summer, he will tell 
his staff there is no need to use masks when it is hot or when others are not nearby.  Colby asked about how 
long mixed paper and newsprint has been separated?  Whipple said about 2 years.  Whipple said the price 
went up $125 and $150 a ton for mixed paper and newsprint including anything that comes with the 
newspaper like inserts.  Whipple noted that people are breaking down boxes.  There are bunch of signs 
informing residents.  Hutwelker noted the exit sign was missing and Whipple said it blew away during the 
strong wind we had last week.  Burn pit still has a wisp of smoke, but nothing has been put in it since 
December.  
 
The Board thanked Whipple and he left the meeting. 
 
Beyond the Bell Program at Richardson Park 
Ashlee Crosby was present to discuss with the Board the Beyond the Bell program which has about 150 kids in 
it through the school district. She said they want to use Richardson Park. They will bring their own staff and 
offered to pay the Town $100 per day, which comes to over $2,000 for the summer.  She said she would like to 
do it and she asked the Board to approve the idea. She noted they are paying $100 a day for a Fitzwilliam 
location. Hutwelker suggested $200 per day.  Crosby said this is a free camp for youngsters with a grant for 
Title 1 ACES program. Thirteen passenger vans will be transporting the young people.  The Board agreed by 
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consensus that Richardson Park may be used for the Beyond the Bell program at $100 per day but for Crosby 
to try to get up to $200 if possible. However, the school district will need to provide a letter of insurance for 
the program. 
 
Crosby said she has about 80 young people registered for summer camp. Colby asked about vaccinations 
among all of the summer employees. Crosby said she hasn't asked about that.  This is a licensed camp this 
year.  There was a discussion about the possibility of Southwest Community Services providing lunches for 
camp.   
 
Crosby spoke about the Roadside Cleanup event this year. She said they had a lot of folks turn out for the 
event and they ran out of bags on Wednesday. She said Josh Whipple had to get more.  She said no one asked 
about gloves.  She noted photos are available on her Town’s Recreation Facebook page.   
 
Crosby noted that in 1921 Richardson Park was donated to the Town, so it is a 100th anniversary of the Town 
owning the park.   
 
The Board thanked Crosby and she left the meeting. 
 
May Meeting Schedule 

 May 5 

 May 12 

 May 19 – as a possible non-meeting day 

 May 26 
 
Consensus of the Board is to meet as scheduled above 
 
February Expenditure & Revenue Report 
The Board reviewed the report without comment. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSION(S) 
Non-Public Session(s) per RSA-A:3II(a) The dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or 
the disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her 
 

Motion was made Colby to enter Non-Public Session(s) per RSA-A:3II(a) The dismissal, promotion, or 
compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any 
charges against him or her. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted 
unanimously by roll call to go into non-public session at 6:16 pm. Motion passed.  Present were the 
Board members Sylvester Karasinski, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., and W. William Hutwelker, III, Town 
Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Bernard.  

 
Motion was made by Colby to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:18 pm.  
 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was seconded by 
Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  Motion passed.  
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Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely 
the reputation of any person, other than a member of this board 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(c) Matters which, if 
discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other than a member of 
this board, seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into non-public 
session at 6:18 pm. Motion passed.  Present were the Board members Sylvester Karasinski, Kenneth P. 
Colby, Jr., and W. William Hutwelker, III, Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Bernard.  

 
Motion was made by Colby to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:34 pm.  

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was seconded by 
Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  Motion passed.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:38 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
Approved on May 5, 2021 


